Chapter 16
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INTRODUCTION

All of us have experienced times in our lives that we desperately wish to forgéign every

aspect of our existenceeemed to be filled with the superfluousather than simplebeautiful

acts of kindnesswhen a considerable potion of daylight was spentvitnessingmean, trivial,

and narrow acts of hurtfulness inflicted on the downtrodden in societpr perhaps to us
personally Yet, it is safe to say that nothing can be compared, or ever come close to what

the Savior endured o the cross for mankind; allor the purpose of drawing us back to God

the Father. It certainly provides new meaning to the Scripture fromohn 15: 13(NIV)
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Even though the soldiers pierceil KS [ 2 NRQ&a & A R S de¥d; thus, ¥alising dghdS K S
be assuredbeyond doubt that his pain wasover, the distorted sightsand excruciating sounds

of his sufferinghave been printed with indelible ink on our bras) causing them to play like a

mournful song froma broken record without pause. If only we coulgartake of a draight
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designed to erase the cruelty of the price odewish Messiah paid for ouiirsthrough no guilt

of his own.Yet, having not the capacity to erase his tormenye must commit to memory his
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become the Sacrificial Lamb of God; a gift afge forall of us.

JESUS REMOVED FROM THE CROSS

All who knew Jesus, including the womendhhad faithfully followed himevery step of the

way to the cross, witnessed the reaction of the crowd gathered around the crucifixion site-as
they internalized the entire event. Upon departing as an act of public bewailing, some
individuals beat their breasts and released a blood dling sound which was a familiar sign

of mourning during Bible times. However, one of the most poignant reactions came from a
OSY(dzNA2y Qa3 NBALRBY@SEBUKSYKKS ﬁﬂm@aﬁmwwmdézmé

Then, in order to follow the rules ofhe Law regarding the beginning of Sabbath, it was well
known that the body of the crucified Lord must be promptly removed and burie@esus died

at 3pm and was buried on the preparation day (the day before the Sabbath) before sunset, which
would beginthe Sabbath day.)

Therefore, Scripture readffom John 19:3842: (NIV)38Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate
for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish
f SFRSNE® 2A0GK tAfedn8@A] LSKNBAGARBYESKEDPOI Y
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LAID IN A TOMB '

John 19: 3312 (NIV)goes on to read: ;

39He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus
brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about sevenfive pounds.40¢ I { Ay 3 WS&ddzaQ 0602Reé X
them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.

41At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which

no one had ever bee laid. 42Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was

nearby, they laid Jesus there.
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(Painting by Carl Bloch)




The actof anointing a body was done out of love and respect for the deceased. Also, at this point, it is
important to refer back in Scripture to an event that happened to Jesus, prompting him to look ahead
to the time of his own anointing, as well as the sigméince of it.John 12:18 New International
Version (NIV)states: 12 Six days before the Passover, Jesus‘came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived,
whom Jesus had raised fromthe dedd. SNB F RAYYSNI 6+ a4 IAGSY Ay WSa dz|
Lazarus wasmong those reclining at the table with hin Then Mary took about a pif¥ of pure |
nard, an expensive perfume; she poured itonJeza Q FSSG YR GALISR KAa TFSSI
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfunieBut one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was

later to betray him, objected’d 2 K& gl ay Qi GKA& LISNFdzYS az2fR FyR i
wad 62 NI K | B:SHenta aot say tRisShechuse he cared about the poor but because he

was a thief; as keeper of the monedyag, he used to help himself to what was put intoitt [ S| @S K S NJ|
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When one combines the Jewish customs regarding anointing of oil and spices with the above
Scripture, great significance can be placed ugbis happening that occurred at the residence of Mary
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Poor people simply did not have the financial means to own such costly oils and spices, and would
have become acquainted with them only by either attending services in the Temple or watching
royalty enter a village. These expensive oils and spices were used to consecrate religious objects or to
anoint priests or kings only. However, the verse thatinated the entire house was filled with the
fragrance after Mary anointed the feet of Jesus, serves as an example of the strength of their scent.
Thus, it was well known that local village people knew when important officials were arriving due to
the expensive fragrance that filled the air. Thus, although Mary anointed the feet of the Master
through an enormous act of love, the words of Jesus added depth to the meaning. It was the very
next day that he would ride on the back of a donkey into the citipo you think the fragrance from his
anointing still could be smelled by those present? | imagine so.

Did you also note Nicodemus, who had a previous interaction with Jesus, was named as the individual
that brought the 75 pounds of myrrh and aloes? Thaas purposely mentioned because only a rich
man would havethe means to offer this mixture; as well as anointing Jesus as King of Kings.

Folks, it is important at this point to pause and focus on the actions of the women and their impact
during and afer the crucifixion of Christ. Although they did not possess the abiljtue tod 2 OA S & Qa
views toward women)to speak in front of the legal council on his behalf, they néverddito be at his

side as shown in the painting aboveHowever, accordingo the Jewish Law, everyone had to be at

home by sunset due to the beginning of Sabbath; thus, causing them to depart in a state of deep
sadness.

Since sunset was drawing near, are you able to picture in your mind the departure of thoseloxesl

the Lordas they embarkedor home? How does one describe the impact of this horrific day on the
human heart? Their souls must have been bruised beyond description! Have you ever been in such a
state of shock that it was not possible to even react?

The NIV Application Study Biblebrings to light that four people were changed in the process of the \
crucifixion: (The criminal that died beside Jesus, a Roman centurion who proclaimed that truly Jesus

was the Son of God, and Joseph and Nicodemus, members of thesllesuncil wio were secret

followers of the Lord had come out of hiding) Do you suppose there were othegPipture states that



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12:1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26584a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12:1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26586b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12:1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26589c

when Jesus died, the curtain in the Temple was torn from top to bottom; which meant mankind now
had access directly to Goditivout assistance from a priesAlthough | had already accepted Christ

as my Savior prior to writing this chapter, by focusing deeply into the event, the impact upon my
heart was immeasurable. Then, when contemplating the meaning of the torn curtain in the
Temple, a sense of freedom andelf worth surged through every fiber of my being. It is a vivid
example ofthe equality of each individual in the eyes of the Father, and shows how desirous he is to
hear from us. His creation had now been restored back to him through his Son; the Saficial
Lamb. The Second Covenant was undoubtedly in place.

Now that the Jewish Sabbath has begumgaving just us, dear readersas the only people remaining
at the tomb, i t s d@g?m¥disuadize iniydurymind ihé tlereetempty drosssthatod
resembleugly scars now standing like dark silhouettes in a silentost world. Can you imagine the
one in the middle still dripping with the blood of an innocent man that had been brutalized beyond
recognition? In the moonlight, it is probably even possible to see the tracks of all those who
attended either out of love or curiosity. My footprints are among them! Are yours?

Thus, @ this moment in our chapter, as non Jews, let us find a quiet olive grove and use the Jewish
Sabbath as a time of didude and reflection. Since we have the advantage of knowing how things

turn out, let us stay united in a time of prayer and remembrance abiding by Jesuséb
Upper Room.

~REMEMBER MES"

Because there is one loaf, And the cup over which we give thanks, it
we, though we be many, are one body, is a means of sharing in the outpoured
for we all partake of the one loaf. blood of Christ!

The bread which we break,
it is a means of sharing in the body of Christ! (Or use your own words)
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RESRRECTION OF CHRIST
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Just the morning star shonabove His tomb, on this His resurrection day
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done; had unfolded without delay.
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The gloriously ethereal angel is
standing (floating?) in the
antechamber of the tomb. This
angel is clothed in classical
draperies, and has a double set of
quite realistic wings. Behind the
angel is a large flat shape which
must be the stone, now rolled away
from the entrance. Inside the tomb
itself two (four wing tips on the far
left of the picture) other angels sit,
waiting on Jesus.

After searching repeatedly for a
painting of the Resurrection, this
beautiful ethereal rendering by
James Tissotstruck a chord;

especially after researching many
writings of scholars on this
particular subject. | found some
authors trying to approach it
from a historical point of view

with absolutely no success, while
others went to great length at

writing possibe scenarios that
reached the point of being
ridiculous.  Therefore, at this
2dzyOlldzNE Ay dae
the writer will lean totally on the
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Holy Spirit the rest of the way home. During the process of determining the best path to follow in

writing about the Resurrection, words my earthly father, a country preacher for over 60 years, wrote

inthe marginof hisdog5 I NBR . A0fS OFYS AYYSRAFGSte (2 YAYRO®
prove the existence of God historically will be sorely disappointeld simply is not possible Mankind
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Thus, when | studied the painting above, it spoke volumes to me about the wisdom of his statement.
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the tomb, it would have been available in great detail within the BibleMy earthly father loved the
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he would close his eyes and lift his glowing face skyward in a state of total bliss. He could then be
heard softly gigglingwith joy; a demonstration of faith at its best!

Do you recall reading John 2:1@NIVafter our Lord had cleared the Temple and tldewish leaders
were questioning his authority to do this act? His answer let them know that he was greater than the
Temple by stating,"Destroy this temple, and | Wi raise it again in three day$;a statement his
disciples did not understand at the monme, but would in just a short while. Ladies and gentlemen,
Jesus was referring to his death on the cras®d resurrection from the dead.

John 20:19New International Version (NIV)

The Empty Tomb

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene

went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.

2So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple; the one Jesus

f 20SRE YR SIARESYCHKRE KBRKMR 2dzi 2F GKS
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®So Peter and the other disciple started for the tombBoth were running, but

the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb firStHe bent over and

looked in at the $rips of linen lying there hut did not go in®Then Simon Peter

came along behind him and went straight into the tomlble saw the strips of

linen lying there,’ & $Sff .4 GKS Of2dK GKIF&G. KER
head. The cloth was still lying instplace, separate from the linerfFinally the :
other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and
believed. °(They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise

from the dead.)The large print will allow you taead this verse slowly, alougermitting it to sink
into your mind. b




Due to the fact that the accounts of what occurred during Bible times were compiled into \ritt

documents much later than whethey transpired, the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John may

differ in some aspects. One example that demonstrates tissMary Magdalene discovering the

empty tomb verses the three women named Mary finding it when bringing spices for anointing the

body of Christ at the conclusion of Sabbath; or whooprded the spices Although some individuals

dzaS GKAa & | NBlIaz2zy (2 R2dzo0 D2RQ&a 22NRXI L R2 y?2
proving that Jesus is the Son of God, it was chosartlie above reading of the empty tomb.

As you read the description of the reactions of both Peter and John after receiving the declaration
FNRY al NB (GKFG GKS [2NRQ&a (2Yo0o ¢l a SyLliez RAR @2
Were you able to \dualize them in a total state of grief andespair, slumped in dejected wilted

lumps? Then, interpreting the words as she excitedly delivered the miracle of all miracles, did you

enjoy their reaction as much as the writer? If | asked you who could rustdg would it be Peter or

W2 Ky K Il Y RXXNYzy (KSe& RANRHE THEWIND JOWARD THEBRESTION] 9 { w
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and the love they had for the Lord.

OH THAWE ALL RUN TOWARD OUR RESURRECTED JEWISH MESSIAH WITH THIS EXURBANCE.

As you read aloud the Scripture from John above, were you ableitdype the folded stips of linen so \W

neatly arranged? This certainly indicates everything was purposely done, sending the message that
God was totally in charge, without the interference or help from mankind.

1
1




Also, it is important to note the last line in the Scripture above that stated the disciplesmiid realize

that Jesus was to be raised from the dead. It is hard to believe that after spending considerable time

in the presence of the Lord that they still did not getx & y QG A (iLédies dandN@entldmien, avénk

though they had witnessed Lazus being raised from the dead after three days by the Master himself,

they still did not get it! Yet, let us stop and internalize how difficult the concepts of Jesus were for

mere human minds to master. So much was unfolding around them, plus the abgstess of the

spiritual messages Jesus was teaching had to be an astronoraicaunt of information for thatrag-

GF3 3INRdzZLI 2F mu (G2 O2YLINBKSYRO® WS G5 ANV AR S e
a marvelous thing to read how theyBS I OKSR (KS [ 2NRQa YSaal3asS 27 UK
extent that they all met their demise except for John?

Let us now continue the story by reading the words from John 20:1BXNIV):

&l0Then the disciples went back to where they were stayiridlNow Mary stood outside the tomb
crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the todBand saw two angels in white, seated where
WSadzaQ 02R& KFIR 0SSys>s 2yS | 3«88 K& BRIKBNIEKB?2 2 KK
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14At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
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YSI ya ac¢ $mwo K 8z8BDandthétdon i me, for | have not yet ascended to the Father. Go
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told them that he had said these things to hea.

Did you note above the different reactions to the news? Any thoughts as to why the disciples went
back to where they were staying? What would you have done nekt@wever, when you stop and
realize how significantly Jesus had changed the life of Mary Magdalene, it is understandable that she
g2dzft R O2yGAydzS (2 aSFNDK F2NJ KAYZ AayQid AdK 2 KSy
news of the kingdom is just too good to keep taucselves.! RRAGA2Y I ff &2 AdyQd AL @
still demonstrates that both men and women have an equal place in his heart by making sure Mary is
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go to every length pssible to make sure his body wémiried properly. She was lost and found by the
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0Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! }
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By Alexander Andreyevich Ivanov (1806858) |

EYE WITNESSEB THE RESURRECTED CHRIST -

Let us begin thisextion on eye witnesses of thed®urrected Christ with a quote from the footrtes
as found in the LiféApplication StudyBible (NIV).

G{Ay0OS (KS NBadNNBOlGA2Yy 27F [ BétduselChristaosefrénbthe@éag i S NI 2
as he promised, we know that what he said is truéne is God. Because he rose, we have certainty

that our sins are forgiven. Because hese, he lives and representss to God. Because he rose and
defeated death, we kB8 6 ¢S gAff | fa2 0S NI A&SR®PE

Apostle Paul, vinen giving instruction concerninthe Resurrected Christ stated the following regarding \
the appearances of our Lord after he had been raised from the dead:




1 Corinthians 15: 38

oFor what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to

the Scripturesthat He was buried, that He was raised on thé third day according to the Scriptures,

5and that He appeared to Cephasnd then to the Twelve 6After that, He appeared to more than

five hundred brothers at oncemost of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asle&phen He

appeared to James, then to all the apostle8And last of all He appeared to me also, as to one of

untimely birth. €6 ! Yy F2Nlidzyt 6 S GKIFG tlFdAZ RARYQU AyOf dzRS 62YS

Furthermore, Paul when writig to the Corinthians 15: 148 (NIV)gets even more explicit regarding

GKS AYLERNIIFIYOS 2F (KS NIB & dZNINSiThrksthgs ndt Beer/ rdsNdh cuii A | Y &
preaching is useless and so is your faitAMore than that, we are then found to be false witnesses

about God, forwe have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise

him if in fact the dead are not raised®For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised

either. *”And if Christ has not been raised, your faith istifa; you are still in your sins®Then those

I fa2 K2 KELOS Tt fSy" ['at SSLI'AY '/ KNRAadG 1 NBE*“f 2 aies

Therefore,since the resurrection is the centerfold for us as Believdet,us now take a look at some
of the appearances of the Resurrected Jesus:

(Believers on the Road to Emmatsipper at Emmauby Matthias Stom ¢ 16381639. Note the "breaking of bread"
as the precise moment of the disciples' recognition.



http://biblehub.com/bsb/1_corinthians/15.htm#fna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthias_Stom

On the same dg the tomb was found empty, two disciples of Jesus were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, talking about what had transpired when JeBusto
step beside andnquired about their discussion Asking them to explain itd him, with dejected faces,
they shared their disappointmenby stating the things that had happened as followd:uke 24:19

27New International Version (NIVja 2 K G GKAy3&aKé KS | &1 SRoa! 62 dzi
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chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified
him; #*but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Isréeld what is
more, it is the third day since all this took placéIn addition, some of our women amazed

us. They went to the tomb early this morningo dzi RARY Qi FAYR KA& 02Ré

us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said heswalive.**Then some of our
companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see
WS & dza @£
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spoken!®Did not the Messiah havéi 2 & dzF FSNJ 1KS&S G KAY F8And yR
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself.

Note the underlined portion of Scripture that is also highlighted above? Duedlte Jewish teachings

for generations regarding the belief that Israel would be redeemed (New Exodus), Jesus had
repeatedly run into this roadblock during the entire three years of his ministry. People could not
understand the concept of a spiritual, rher than an earthly, kingdom.

Also, did you note the response of the Risen Savior? After all the suffering he had just endured, can
you sympathize withthe Lord? Yet, our patient Jewish Messiakplains it all again to them.

After having been invitedto stay with them, Luke 24: 3@1 (NIV) takes us to the very heart of the
matter with the following words:d 2 KSy KS gl a G GKS GFofS gAlK
broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they rezmghhim, and he
RAALl LIS NBR T (Naterthebrgakinghof bieaddnfleéaning his body broken for them?) Look
again at the painting above and allow this moment to penetrate deeply.

Luke goes on to share the reaction of the men upon witnessing the Resurrected Savior by letting us
know that, wasting no time, they went back to Jerusalem, found the 11 disciples, and told them the
good news.

Jesus Appears to the Disciples Behind LodBRedrs

Then, while the two disciples were telling thether disciples about their encounter with the Lord,
Jesus himself suddenly stood among them and sdid, S| OS 0 S (Luké 24K36)aNPSdriptére
goes on to state that the disciples, thinking théyad seen a ghost, were startled and frighteneduke
24:37-43New International Version (NI\Qffers a vivid description of the happening by stating:
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¥They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghodtl S al AR (2 G(KSYZX

troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?Look at my hands and my feet. It is | myself! Touch
YS FyR aSST | 3IK2ad R2Sa yz2i K{PW@en e hd s thisyhR
showed them his hands and feet:!And while they stil did 'not believe it because of joy and

FYFTSYSyids KS IalSR GKSYXI d&5%They gade hin-a@iSce bf yrdilédk A y 3
fish, *and he took it and ate it in their presence.

Jesus Appears To His Dig LJt S & ¢

Did you note as you read the
Scripture the reaction of the
disciples?  Then, Jesus who
understands us- better than we
know ourselveswas so familiar
with the minds of his beloved
followers that he allowed time
for the shock of seeing him in
his resirrected body to sink in.
Pause for a moment and
contemplate how the
transcendencelfeing able to go
in and out of rooms by not
passing through a dogrof Jesus
alone must have impacted
them. In spite of their joy and
amazement, they still needed
additional proof and .observed
him eating a piece of broiled
fish. John 20: 2123 adds even
more information to this event
08 &0 Aghity Bius saidy
at SFO0S o6S BAGK
Father has sent me, | am
sending you. -And with that he
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wonderful thing to krow he understands our doubts and fears we experience on our journey?
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Since Jesus recognized that Thomas wad only absent, but had expressedoubts about his
appearance to the other disciples, at just the right time, happears. EnjoyJohn 20:2431New
International Version(NIV) & ¢ K2 Yl aQ S&Sa IINB 2LISYSR FyR KAa R2d

Jesus Appears to Thomas

**Now Thomas (also known as Didyni#ls one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus
came.®{ 2 (GUKS 20KSNJ RAaOALX Sa (2f RSKANXRGES KKBE> abh
the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, |
gAtt y2 E°A 08K late® BISdiséiples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.

Though the doors were Itked, Jesus came and stood among them and séid, SI OS 6S gAGK
*"Then he said to Thomas{t dzi &2 dzNJ FAY3ISNI KSNBT aSS Yeé KIFIyRao
Yé aARS® {(2L) RPEKENYA BAYRRO S2A KATE€Themdesu tAINR | Y R
him,a. SOl dzaS eé2dz KI @S & Sdlessed aredhlzose whodmve ot IeEBS R T
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%0 jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which anecmided in this
book. **But these are written that you may belieV® that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his nam@.

The Incredulity of Saint Thomas I3aravaggio



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A24-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26892a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A24-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26899b

Let us now compare the reactions of the disciples to the message and teachings of Jesus while in the
Upper R@m to the post resurrection era. Do you recall when eating the Passover meal with the Lord,
how anxious, and filled with perplexity the disciples were when trying to understand the spiritual
concepts discussed? Words that would probably fit their emottomow would be: jubilance,
amazement, wonder, exultation, ecstasy, rapture, and merriment. (Can you add to this list?) Also,
think about the approach Jesus used as compared to the one in the Upper Room.

Ladies and gentlemen, when John wrote that Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of
his disciples, it gives an indication of the level of instruction and the preparatfon delivering the

good news of the kingdom after his ascent receivbg this group of disciples. This intense training
along with the anointing of the Holy Spirit, offer logic to the expertise, tenacity, and courage displayed
as they carried the news of the kingdom far and wide; no longer as disciples, but as apostldsof t
Savior.

(Jesus Appears to the Disciples While Fishing
John 21:414New International Version (NIV)

%Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was
Jesus’ He called out to themf CNA Sy R &322 dK | /BybFE & K & K S 8He bajfla 6 SNB R
GCKNRg &2dzNJ ySG 2y GKS NRIKG awhesthed did, théggyS 02 |
were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fisfhen the disciple whom
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him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into

the water. 8The other disciples followed in the

boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were

not far from shore, about a hundred yardé.

®When they landed, they saw a fire of burning

coals there with fish on it, and some

bread!®Jesus saidtothemi . NAy 3 &2YS 2F
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climbed back into the boat and dragged the net

ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even

with so many the net was not torn*?Jesus said
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They knew it was the Lord:*Jesus came, took

the bread and gave it to them, and did the

same with the fish.**This was now the third

time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he
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