Chapter 14

Psalm 31: 24

Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope on the Lord.

DIAGNOSIS

' Even after putting forth our best effort, layers of darkness sometimes fall around our being
through no fault of our own. We simply open the windows of our soul to not only despair,
but hearing the sound of the message, “Get your house in order. Your time on this earth is
quickly running out.”

Thus, after spending countless hours designing trendsetting fashions for an array of
manufactures in the women’s clothing industry, these bleak words were spoken to Dick Du
Puis by his physician. As he lay in the hospital diagnosed with hepatitis, his condition was
deemed terminal.

Furthermore, to make matters worse, the company he had served so well was denying
medical insurance and workman’s compensation, stating the cause of Dick’s illness to not be
work related.

However, fortunately for Dick, a student from UCLA who was writing a thesis, requested
permission to study his case. Thus, after analyzing blood samples, it was concluded that no
one in the United States had ever contracted this form of hepatitis and connected the source
to fruit from Australia.

Consequently, Australia being the supplier of fruit to the locations where Dick conducted
business trips, his company, “Neal of California” had to pay for all medical expenses and
workman’s compensation. Then, adding even more hardship as Dick struggled to live; he was
told his services as a clothing designer were terminated.
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However, proving that only God knows the exact second each of us will be called into his
presence, Dick Du Puis’s journey was not yet over. He still had places to go, people to see and
above all, God’s work to accomplish. Although wounded in mind, body and soul, he
miraculously pulled through and went home to convalesce. Then, ironically, after the news
spread of his recovery, the company that had treated him so shabbily invited him back as a
designer once again.

However, it is when we are trudging through deserts of diminished hope that light streams its
long-awaited radiance, clearing the dark-draped regions of our souls. It proclaims the
direction of life’s journey so clearly that it summons us into a new direction that is abounding
with God’s unimaginable blessings.

OWN BUSINESS

Since the long-ago dream of designing and sewing women’s clothing had so deeply rooted
itself in Dick’s heart, no matter the trials or tribulations faced, it could not be erased.
Therefore, as his strength returned, he began to make plans for going out on his own; a new
venture that called for change and courage. After all, during the years of working as a
company employee, critical experiences along with a list of private clients had grown
immeasurably. Also, since only two of his children now still lived at home, the basement
level of his historic house would be the perfect location for this workshop.

Additionally, he determined his specialty would be designing clothing for the entire wedding
party; bridal gowns, bridesmaids dresses, and mother of the bride attire. Not only would
Dick design and sew the wedding garments, but would literally supervise every aspect to
assure a complete look for each individual in the party. (Manicuring of nails, make up, and
hair style) He would be present from beginning to end of the wedding, making sure the
garments were fluffed up appropriately for a perfect finish.

This decided, he opened his doors for business, causing word of mouth recommendations to
spread like wild fire. Given the fact that he contracted to design and sew the clothing for the
entire wedding party, the length of time for completion would range from 6 months to one
year.

As a result of his unique talent and customer service, by June, Dick’s calendar was booked for
the year. Consequently, Dick spent 15 years providing customers with such superior products
and services that he was labeled by all as the preeminent designer; a much sought after and
highly recognized individual.

Also, during this time, his very loyal existing clients kept him busy by writing their
engagements on his calendar, indicating the due date for a completed garment to wear at
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each event. (Opening of the opera or Academy Awards to name a couple) Then, after
specifying the event, they would give him free rein to make all their decisions regarding the
garment; a demonstration of complete trust in his ability.

In order for you, the reader, to realize Dick Du Puis’ understanding of what it took to please a
customer, plus his own trait of being a perfectionist, included for your enjoyment is a
newspaper profile about his business and personality. It will show why Dick’s business grew
so quickly that he found it necessary to turn away customers. If he could not deliver perfect
garments and a memorable experience for the customer, he would simply decline the
opportunity.
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As the chapters have unfolded in this book, the talent God bestowed on Dick Du Puis at birth
should now be painted vividly in the minds of one and all. After walking with him on his life’s
journey, it is absolutely understandable why at age 15 he was able to sketch in such a mature
fashion. Having been born with a fire in his belly for designing and sewing women'’s clothing
that could not be extinguished; he mastered techniques and broke creative boundaries that
surpassed even those possessing the wildest imaginations. This teamed with enormous grit
and courage; he waded against the current and climbed impossible mountains reaching
unimaginable heights; all the way to the pinnacle of success. He stood up for what he
believed and was not desirous of the lime light, but wanted only to create such sensational
garments that women would feel special and more confident for having worn them.

SKETCHES

In preparation for the fashion show of actual creations Dick designed, it is important to
witness a sketch taking on a life of its own as it makes its way toward becoming a finished
garment. Also, in order for each sketch to take on a life of its own, some photographs of
actual beading adornments used to enhance the design have been included.

Therefore, as you invite your eyes to feast upon the sketches he imagined for his clients in the
next section, it is important to focus on the uniqueness of each design. It is apparent he
knew each client personally and created the best look for her body.

Then, when you reach the actual fashion show in the next chapter, you will have
comprehended the enormous task it took for a sketch to become a completed garment. As a
designer, Dick visualized how the garment would appear from all angles; even down to the
way the light would transform the fabric to the human eye, along with the sound the material
made as movement occurred.

Last, all components must come together smoothly, resulting in the drawing of a perfect
pattern to fit the various shapes and sizes of women.

Finally, having been fully prepared for the beauty you are about to experience, you are
invited to turn the page and enjoy nineteen beautiful SKETCHES BY DU PUIS.
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